chapter XIII
TO CHINA
T
WO of the most important public buildings of Singapore,
the extravagant Municipal Offices and the great block
that contains the new General Post Office, stand, the first
not far from, and the second on the very banks of, one of the
dirtiest and most evil-smelling rivers of the East—a cesspool of
filth, bisecting a congested area that appears unfit for human
habitation.   The traveller when he visits the official and fashion-
able residential districts and realises the expenditure that their
upkeep must necessitate, cannot fail to wonder why, before
palatial public buildings were erected, the improvement of this
infected area was not taken in hand.   Every tourist who lands in
Singapore   must cross, between the port and the hotels, this
pestilential tidal creek which lies in the very heart of the business
quarter of the city,
It is on arriving in Singapore that the traveller discovers that
he is on the threshold of the Far East, for here the place of the
dark-skinned Indian is taken by the Chinese who predominate
to so great an extent that it is difficult to believe that they are
foreigners and immigrants.    Singapore is to all intents and
purposes a Chinese city—there are between four and five hundred
thousand of them in the island alone, to the advantage of everyone
concerned.    Without them the Colony and the neighbouring
Malay States would be dependent upon Indian labour the lower
efficiency of which is clearly demonstrated by the scale of wages.
The Chinese employed by contractors of their own race receive
twice as much, and even more than the Indian   coolie earns.
The work of the latter is limited almost entirely to plantations
and agricultural labour and to road-making, while the Chinese
are employed wherever skill, stamina and  perseverance are
required.   Their utility is not limited to labour.    There is no
trade that they do not practise, no post that they cannot fill.
. They are ubiquitous and necessary, full of resource and very
intelligent, law-abiding and thrifty.   Many, born and bred and
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